Staining myelin in brain with gallein: a new method.
A procedure is described in which gallein, mordant violet 25, C.I. 45445, is used to demonstrate myelinated nerve fibers in animal brain. Specimens are fixed in 10% neutral buffered formalin and processed in a routine manner. Microsections are stained in an iron gallein solution with subsequent differentiation in 0.25% oxalic acid and 0.1% sodium carbonate solutions that avoid overdifferentiation. Methyl green is used to demonstrate other tissue elements. Myelin is stained deep violet, as are erythrocytes, with neuronal cell bodies and microglia shades of green. The staining procedure requires 30 minutes.